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FOR NEA/RA DIR PALMER 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PORG IR 
SUB J : CENTO AFFAIRS 

1 . MFA CENTO AFFAIRS DEPT HEAD PANAHI NOTES FEB 24 CENTO ANNIVERSARY 
TRADITIONALLY IS OCCASION FOR MESSAGES FROM MEMBER COUNTRY FONMINS 
TO CENTO SYG. WHILE IT IS POSSIBLE NEW SYG WILL BE APPOINTED 

BEFORE THEN, GOI WOULD LIKE TO COORDINATE ON PROCEDURE WE SHOULD 
FOLLOW IN ABSENCE OF SYG. HE NOTES MESSAGE IS USUALLY DELIVERED 
PHYSICALLY IN THE FORM OF A SIGNED LETTER AND, THEREFORE, 

REQUIRES CONSIDERABLE LEAD TIME. HE HAS ALREADY APPROACHED BRITISH 
WHO ARE QUERYING FCO. PLEASE ADVISE. 

2. PANAHI ALSO INFORMS US ECONOMIC COMITE MEETING IS BEING PUSHED 
BACK BY ONE WEEK TO MARCH 6-8 DUE TO VERY COLD WEATHER IN TABRIZ 
AND OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE REASONS. IT WILL PROBABLY BE HELD IN 
TABRIZ CITY HALL. 

SULLIVAN 
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